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Committee Overview

Honor Killings
Attacks Against Apostates

Bride Kidnaping in Central Asia
Obesity in Pacific Islanders

Committee Description:

This committee will be run Harvard Style, meaning that resolutions are not to be written until the date of
the conference itself. Additionally, it is highly suggested that every delegate write at least one position
paper on a topic, as doing so will be necessary to be considered for an award. Position papers will be due
electronically through email the day before at midnight.

All delegates are expected to come to the first day of the conference with a working knowledge of all or
most of the topics as well as the policies of the countries that they represent. The purpose of the Social
Humanitarian Cultural Committee in the United Nations is to help people who are facing human rights
violations as a result of cultural reasons. In committee delegates should work together to resolve these
issues and help the people in need without infringing on national sovereignty. Above all, remember that
Model UN is not a competition, so get to researching and try to have a little fun!

ABOUT US:

Ananya Bobbala Shuwen Ding

I’m Ananya Bobbala, and this is my first time
chairing. I’m a junior at Webster Thomas High
School. This is my second year in Model UN
and I am the president of the club at school.
Outside of Model UN, I am the stage manager
for my school’s play and participate in Science
Olympiad. I’m looking forward to meeting all of
you and I’m so excited for Hilton 2022! Please
let me or Shuwen know if you have any
questions.

Email: ananyabobbala7@gmail.com

My name is Shuwen Ding, and this is my first
time chairing as well as my second year in
Model UN. I’m a junior at Pittsford Sutherland
High School, where I play cello in orchestra and
participate in Student Council. I’m excited to
meet all of you and I can’t wait for Hilton 2022!
Don’t hesitate to contact Ananya or me with any
questions or concerns you may have.

Email: shuwend9@gmail.com

mailto:ananyabobbala7@gmail.com
mailto:shuwend9@gmail.com


Topic #1: Honor Killings

Honor killings are violent attacks against people committed by their own families. They happen
when an accused person is believed to have done something that would dishonor them and their family in
their community based on cultural ideas of their society. They
are usually pre-planned by the victim's family. Oftentimes,
women become the major victims of honor killings.

These attacks are more prevalent in countries that are
conservative, underdeveloped, or have a larger uneducated
population. Traditions and societal structures can oftentimes
lead to honor killings, especially when it comes to the attacks
against women. Many people use religion to defend their
crimes. There isn’t religion that is fully to blame for honor
killings, but religion usually sets the cultural standards that
make these attacks happen.

Unfortunately, many of the perpetrators of these crimes aren’t prosecuted. Since most of these
crimes are committed by the victim's own family members, either a case isn’t filed at all or the family
asks to have the case dropped. Furthermore, governments of many nations have failed to protect victims.
Police officers, judges, and lawmakers are also biased. They either view these killings as not serious
offenses or as frightening situations that could potentially lead to repercussions they would have to face
from their community. Targeted people often attempt to seek help before they are killed, but the lack of
support through government assistance or shelters makes it difficult for victims to be safe in their
hometown. Many are forced to leave the country and find safety through the help of NGOs and other
programs, but most of the victims seeking help do not get the protection they need.

These crimes also occur in more liberal nations that have more gender based equality in their laws
and communities. In these situations the perpetrators usually immigrated to the new country from a place
where honor killing would have been considered to be acceptable. Fortunately, when these crimes are
reported the perpetrators are often caught punished justly, but sometimes the attackers are protected by
their community, so the case is not reported, or police officers and other officials don’t investigate the
cases as much in fear of being deemed as racist or culturally insensitive.

Sometimes when a family lives abroad but has the intention of committing such crime, they send
their family member to their native country and kill them there. This gives them protection from being
arrested in their new country while not facing any repercussions in their native country. The UN should
work to find solutions that would protect victims of honor killings and help reduce the amount of these
crimes while being culturally sensitive in order to prevent further conflict.

What can the UN do to help protect victims? How can the UN help reform the justice system of
some nations to better protect victims of honor based crimes without infringing on national sovereignty?
What can the UN do to reduce the amount of honor based crimes in the future?

Murdered Women: A History of ‘Honour’ Crimes
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/8/1/murdered-women-a-history-of-honour-crimes
Preliminary Examination of So-Called “Honour Killings” in Canada
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cj-jp/fv-vf/hk-ch/p2.html
‘Honour-based’ Offenses Soared by 81% In Last Five Years
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/10/10/rights-group-mentally-ill-shackled-and-chained-worldwide

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/8/1/murdered-women-a-history-of-honour-crimes
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cj-jp/fv-vf/hk-ch/p2.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/10/10/rights-group-mentally-ill-shackled-and-chained-worldwide


Topic #2: Attacks Against Apostates

An apostate is someone that leaves the religion they previously followed because of differences in
ideology or dissatisfaction with the way the religion is run by religious leaders. They then either join
another religion or become atheists. Twenty-two countries have laws against apostasy, many of which are
located in the Middle East-North African
region. Punishments for leaving their religion
varies. For instance, in Algeria, people that
leave Islam are prohibited from getting
inheritances, while other countries like Brunei
enforce death penalties instead.

Even if there are countries that do
permit apostates, they are still judged, attacked,
and mistreated by their community. In some
communities people are forced into marriages
or are forcefully converted. In other situations,
people are cut off from their community or are
violently attacked.

Laws against blasphemy are way more common. Around 40% of the world’s countries have them
and they are often used to control people’s religious choices in order to prevent people from choosing
apostasy. Blasphemy is when someone insults a god, religious practice, or shows defiance against certain
religious beliefs or practices.

Even in secular nations like Canada or the UK, this is a big issue. Apostates in ethnic enclaves are
ostracized and attacked by their neighbors, but police have a hard time helping victims because no one in
the community is willing to go against the attackers.

There are some help groups and NGOs that work to protect apostates in some countries, but their
outreach is limited. The government also often does very little to protect victims in most countries either
because their laws support punishing apostates or because it’s seen as a “family issue” and they don’t
want to get involved. Apostates are being attacked and ostracized by their community because of their
religious views all over the world. The UN should work to help protect apostates from persecution from
their community or government.

How can the UN help protect apostates from being attacked? How can the UN try to limit
religious discrimination in a country’s law without infringing on national sovereignty? How can the UN
prevent these types of attacks in the future? What should the UN do to help governments handle these
crimes in ethnic enclaves without hurting the residents’s cultural beliefs?

Apostates as a Hidden Population of Abuse Victims
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0886260519898428
The Guardian: Atheists and Humanists Facing Discrimination Across the World, Report Finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/25/atheists-and-humanists-facing-discrimination-across-the-world-rep
ort-finds
Four-in-Ten Countries and Territories Worldwide Had Blasphemy Laws in 2019
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/01/25/four-in-ten-countries-and-territories-worldwide-had-blasphemy-l
aws-in-2019-2/

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0886260519898428
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/25/atheists-and-humanists-facing-discrimination-across-the-world-report-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/25/atheists-and-humanists-facing-discrimination-across-the-world-report-finds
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/01/25/four-in-ten-countries-and-territories-worldwide-had-blasphemy-laws-in-2019-2/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/01/25/four-in-ten-countries-and-territories-worldwide-had-blasphemy-laws-in-2019-2/


Topic #3: Bride Kidnapping in Central Asia

Bride kidnapping, also known as Ala Kacchu, dates back to medieval times along the steppes of
Central Asia. In the scenario in which both parties have shown explicit consent, the woman has already
agreed to marriage and then one day, her partner surprises her by “kidnapping” her on an unplanned date.
Men have also used this ritual to ambush young women and detain them until they are forcibly led into
marriage. In this version, after the intended bride is taken to the
house of the would-be groom, his family places enormous
amounts of pressure on the woman, employing bullying tactics
and physical violence.

Rebelling is a choice, but most of the girls kidnapped,
around 80%, decide to accept their fate. Refusing marriage after
spending the night in the house of an unknown man results in a
social stigma that is difficult to erase, and fleeing brides risk
further violence and even death. Plus, with an estimated 2,000
rapes preceding marriage a year in these scenarios, a woman
returning to her family after that would be a deep mark of shame.

Bride kidnapping is practiced in all countries of Central Asia, but it is most common among rural
villages in territories of post-Soviet Kyrgyzstan. Data collected from the Women Support Center, an
organization fighting for gender equality in the country, indicates that at least 12,000 marriages are
consummated every year against the will of the bride. Many of these women, who were pursuing career
goals and obtaining an education, had their lives significantly rerouted due to their kidnapping. Not to
mention, according to data from UNICEF, 13% of marriages in Kyrgyzstan take place before the age of
18. The girls’ youth, as well as low education level, make them much more vulnerable to domestic
violence.

Although prohibited by law in Kyrgyzstan and parts of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, sentences of
up to ten years in prison for those who kidnap a woman with the intent to force her into marriage has not
curtailed the practice, and prosecutions have been rare. It has been so ingrained in Kyrgyz society that it
has become an accepted norm, complete with proverbs to console its terrified victims one generation after
the next. One such states: “A happy marriage begins by crying.”

How can the UN prevent bride kidnappings in Central Asia without putting people at risk? How
can the UN address a practice so deeply ingrained in tradition and culture? How can the UN provide
assistance to brides who were forced into marriage through bride kidnapping? What NGOs could the UN
utilize to help women in these situations?

The Rise of Non-Consensual Bride Kidnapping in Kazakhstan: Developing a Culturally-Informed and
Gender-Sensitive Response
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-rise-non-consensual-bride-kidnapping-kazakhstan-developing-culturall
y-informed-and
Bride Kidnapping: A Tradition Or A Crime?
https://eurasianet.org/bride-kidnapping-a-tradition-or-a-crime
‘A Happy Marriage Begins by Crying’: Kyrgyzstan’s Tradition of Kidnapping and Raping Brides
https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/kyrgyzstan-tradition-of-kidnapping-and-raping-brides/

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-rise-non-consensual-bride-kidnapping-kazakhstan-developing-culturally-informed-and
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-rise-non-consensual-bride-kidnapping-kazakhstan-developing-culturally-informed-and
https://eurasianet.org/bride-kidnapping-a-tradition-or-a-crime
https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/kyrgyzstan-tradition-of-kidnapping-and-raping-brides/


Topic #4: Obesity in Pacific Islanders

According to the CIA World Factbook, obesity levels are above 45% in all ten of the Pacific
Island nations, topping the world’s BMI index. American Samoa is first on the list with 75% of the
population reported as obese and is followed by Nauru, Cook Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Samoa, Palau,
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, and Kuwait in descending
order. Additionally, 40% of the Pacific island
region’s population has been diagnosed with
obesity-related illnesses which account for “three
quarters of all deaths across the Pacific archipelago.”

In young children, type II diabetes is
emerging as early as ten to eleven years old.
Waqanivalu, a program officer with the WHO’s
Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases
department, has heard reports of a child as young as
seven years old being affected.

Pacific Islanders were inferred to be
genetically predisposed to obesity but research shows that the rise in obesity in Pacific Island countries is
due to the introduction of a Western diet including canned meats, soft drinks, white rice, and fast food.
Because of these cheaper products, Pacific Islanders turned their backs on their traditional diets of fresh
fish and vegetables. Increased urbanization and sedentary office cultures have further aided the rise in
obesity among Pacific islanders.

Due to their isolation within Oceania and a lack of economic wealth and resources, the Pacific
Islander nations are often perfect targets for wealthy nations to sell unwanted, cheap and highly profitable
products like processed foods. Plus, establishing relationships with international trading organizations are
often seen as the key to climbing out of poverty in developing nations. And as Pacific island nations
uphold these relationships, they also get to buy cheap food for their people who struggle immensely from
a lack of food and unsustainable agriculture.

Many of these nations have implemented ways to decrease obesity. In 2007, Nauru introduced a
30% tax on products such as imported sugar, flavored milks, and confectionary. Tonga has placed higher
taxes on sugary drinks and lowered “import duties” on fresh fish and food goods. But still, for this issue
to be completely addressed, major strides must continue to be made.

How can the UN help prevent obesity rates in the Pacific Islands from increasing? How will the
UN support and give resources to those already suffering obesity and its consequences? What NGOs can
the UN utilize to address this issue? How will the UN provide healthier food choices that Pacific
Islanders can afford?

How Paradise Became the Fattest Place in the World
https://www.cnn.com/2015/05/01/health/pacific-islands-obesity/index.html
Obesity and Native Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders
https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/browse.aspx?lvl=4&lvlid=85
How America Helped Cause Obesity in the Pacific Islands
https://borgenproject.org/obesity-in-the-pacific-islands/
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